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Sawadika, 
AMANDA BROAD heads 
to one of our favourite Thai 
islands and checks in to a 
room with a view. (Or a villa 
with a view, in fact…)

A
rriving at the 
Samujana Villas 
estate perched 
high on a hill 
in Koh Samui, 
it’s immediately 
apparent that 
this is a place 
of indulgence. 

My particular villa boasts impressive 
recycled-wood doors with iron handles, 
and they open to reveal a white-washed 
stone stairway; climbing upwards, I’m 
rewarded with a sweeping view of the 
ocean. 

Wandering past sun lounges and white 
umbrellas, the real gem of the estate is 
revealed; each villa has an expansive 
infinity pool with a panoramic view of 
Hanuman Bay and its small island, Koh 
Matlang. (I’m told there are myths of 

wild donkeys roaming on the island; 
it’s yet to be confirmed if they’re true.) 
Acclaimed architect Gary Fell of Gfab 
Architects designed the 27 Samujana 
villas, and great care was clearly taken 
to ensure they offer privacy and space, 
while maximising the views of the bays 
and surrounding hills. 

The décor throughout my villa is 
minimalist island chic, with a clean 
white palette and striking artwork in 
every room. An open-plan kitchen with a 
heavy wooden table to seat 16 overlooks 
the pool, and there are various places to 
relax on lounges and take in the view. 
I’m immediately offered a fresh coconut 
to drink, and the villa’s private butler, 
DJ, ushers me to a seat at the table where 
a plate of sweet papaya and pineapple 
is waiting. Already I can feel myself 
beginning to unwind.

Why Samujana?
Koh Samui has long been a favoured 
destination for families and couples alike 
travelling from Singapore; it’s only 90 
minutes or so by plane from the Little 
Red Dot. The island is peppered with 
accommodation options, so why choose 
Samujana specifically? Simple: not only 
do the villas look stunning but the 
facilities are nothing short of amazing. 
It also ticks all the boxes for a family 
vacay, as it’s super close to the airport (a 
10-minute complimentary transfer), and 
within walking distance of the famed 
family-friendly beach of Choeng Mon. 

There’s also access to a secluded, 
unnamed beach, which is a marine 
reserve with minimal boating activity. 
It has a nice sense of privacy, and more 
beautiful views toward Koh Matlang. 
Although a little rocky at low tide, so not 

Samujana!
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ideal for swimming, there is a sandy stretch for enjoying 
cocktails and relaxing by the water. Conveniently, there’s 
a partnership in place with the Outrigger and Sea Dance 
that allows Samujana’s guests to charge fare from those 
restaurants to their villas. Accessed via grassed lawns, this 
beachfront area is the perfect place to host a celebration, 
and the team at Samujana can host up to 800 people; 
smaller, intimate gatherings could also make great use 
of the space. 

Because Samujana’s privately owned villas complement 
one another and offer similar levels of comfort, technology 
and style, it makes the estate ideal for travelling groups 
and larger parties; if you were to be spread over a number 
of villas, no group would feel short-changed. Villa 24 
is perfect for a very large group, with eight enormous 
bedrooms all with ensuites, and the added bonuses of a 
games room (complete with pool table!) and impressive 
cinema. 

Beyond the villa
A highlight of my trip is a day out on Kindred Spirit, a 
Samujana-owned catamaran that seats up to 15 people; 
a private charter day trip costs 40,000 Thai baht (around 
S$1,570). We sailed around the islands, exploring coves, 
sunbathing and swimming off the boat. Lunch was enjoyed 
at the tiny Bamboo Huts restaurant on Koh Phangan’s Haad 
Yuan Beach, where fresh and authentic Thai food will set 
you back just 90 baht (S$3.50) per plate.

My favourite nightspot in Koh Samui is Fisherman’s 
Village, which is only a 10-minute mini-bus ride from 
Samujana. Head to The Shack for some of the best steak 
on the island; Irish manager Mick is a character, and fun 
to chat to. There’s a nice wine selection, and you can 
watch your meat getting flame-grilled street-side. Stay 
long enough and you might be rewarded with a shot of 
limoncello. 

There are lots of restaurants and different cuisines to 
try here; I liked the look of the Billabong Bar (I may be 
biased – it was draped with the Aussie flag and the TV 
screens were showing the cricket), and Samujana’s Guest 
Manager Fabio is fond of Indian restaurant Kohinoor.

The Fisherman’s Village area is great for market 
shopping, and traditional Thai buys of fisherman’s pants (I 
picked up a gorgeous pair in an elephant print), and cotton 
jumpsuits and beach dresses. Bartering is accepted, and if 
you’re lucky you may see Muay-Thai boxers advertising 
their skills on the backs of trucks to stir the interest of the 
restaurant crowds.

And what trip to Thailand would be complete without 
a traditional Thai massage? Thankfully, you needn’t leave 
your Samujana villa to indulge in one of these; there is 
something quite special about having a massage by your 
own private pool. 
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For more information or to book a stay, visit samujana.com.

KURT’S SAMUI SECRETS

Five minutes with Samujana’s General Manager, Kurt Berman

Everyone comes to Thailand for Thai food, but I’m looking for something 
different. What other cuisine would you recommend? 
I love Indian food and thankfully there are a couple of really good places to find it on 
the island. The best is probably Noori India in Chaweng but I would also recommend 
Haveli in Bangrak and Kohinoor in Fisherman’s Village.

There’s a local market just down the road from the Samujana estate. What’s your 
must-try dish? 
Mango sticky rice – it’s not to be missed! Also, the grilled chicken satays are always 
delicious, as is the whole corn.

I’ve heard you’re the man to talk to about Samui urban myths and Island secrets; 
what can you share about the best places to go? 
Samui is an exciting place to explore as it’s small enough to see in a few hours, but large 
enough to have a wealth of off-the-beaten-track little holes-in-the-wall. I love the Alambic 
Rum Distillery in the south of island that was started many years ago by a French-speaking 
couple from Vietnam and Martinique. The locally flavoured rums are best enjoyed with 
their homemade mixer syrup made with brown sugar and honey. 

There are a number of hidden coves around the island and they are best discovered 
by chance. For a cold beer on the beach with some good food and the sunset, I would 
recommend Secret Garden in Bangrak. For a more upmarket experience, Cocorum at 
the Four Seasons is one of the best beach bars I’ve ever been to.

What about those rumoured donkeys on the island in the bay?
I’m not sure about the donkeys – that one will remain a mystery. However, if you’re lucky, 
you can spot the famed pink dolphins off the south coast of the island, one of only a 
handful of places in the whole world where they can be seen! 
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